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Subject Information

Helping you choose  
Junior Cycle Subjects



Overview

We will look at: 
■ Optional subjects that are available to 

study 
■ Briefly look at each subject 
■ Help available when choosing optional 

subjects and levels.



Compulsory Subjects
■ English    
■ Irish 
■ Maths     
■ Religion 
■ Physical Education (non-exam) 
■ SPHE (non-exam)



Picking the Options

Ability
Like

Strengths
Senior Level

KEEP YOUR OPTIONS OPEN !!



Optional Subjects
Choose five of the following subjects: 
Art 
Business Studies 
French 
Geography 
History 
Home Economics 
Music 
Science 
Spanish 
Technical Graphics 
Woodwork 
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Choose either: 

Coding 
or  
CSPE 
as a short course



Subject Choices

Art, Craft & Design

Junior Certificate



Welcome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ9TlX4jtnc


Art, Craft & Design 

Thinking with a pencil 

Arts education teaches the student how to 

transfer skills learned through the arts to 

academic subject through problem 

solving, discussion and group analysis 

“Learning to draw is really a matter of 

learning to see-to see correctly-and that 

means a good deal more than merely 

looking with the eye.” 

-Kimon Nicolaides 

The Natural Way to Draw, 1941 



“…at the time when you spoke of my 
becoming a painter, I thought it very 
impractical and would not hear of it. 
What made me stop doubting was 

reading a clear book on perspective, 
Cassange’s Guide to the ABC of 

Drawing: and a week later I drew the 
interior of a kitchen with stove, chair, 

table and window-in their places on on 
their legs-whereas before it had seemed 

to me that getting depth and the right 
perspective into a drawing was 

witchcraft or pure chance.”

- Vincent Van Gogh, in 
a letter to his brother, 
Theo, who suggested 
that Vincent become a 
painter. Letter 184, p.
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Anyone can Learn to Draw



Each individual has the creative potential to  
express themselves through drawing.  

Through this course pupils will: 
• Be encouraged and developed at a conscious level to their inventive, 

intuitive and imaginative ability that can be largely untapped in todays 

technological culture.  
• Learn how to perceive the world as it is.  
• Develop on their ability to see underlying patterns and possibilities for new 

combinations.  
• Be encouraged to find creative solutions to problems will be accessible 

through new modes of thinking and new ways of using your mind



–Robert Henri

Art Craft and design is pleasurable and rewarding subject that 
enhances the pupils confidence in decision making and problem solving 

“When the artist is alive in any person, whatever his kind of work may 

be, he becomes an inventive, searching, daring, self- expressive 

creature. He becomes interesting to other people. He disturbs, upsets, 

enlightens, and opens ways for a better understanding.  Where those 

that are not artists are trying to close the book, he opens it and shows 

that there are still more pages possible.” 

The Art Spirit, 1923 



Is Art, Craft & Design a Good Choice/Fit for You? 

The type of pupil best suited to this subject is those with an INTEREST in, drawing, 

painting, crafts and generally being creative.   

Art students learn skills in many different areas using a simple design process; 

Drawing, Painting, Poster Design, Film Making, Animation, Claymation, Puppet 

Making, Pottery, Mask Making, Sculpture, Collage, Lino Printing etc 

Students also spend time researching and learning about artists from the past and 

present.  Learning to look at the history of art inspires and educates, enriching the 

pupils overall life learning experience.  

…Now for the the 

practicalities



Junior Cert. Art Project and Exam 
1. Art Project 

In third year, students produce a project.  This project begins in October and is completed in 
April, a month or so before the Junior Cert. written exams take place. 

There are three parts to the project: 

(a). Painting or Graphic Design (Poster, Bookcover, etc.) 

(b). 3D Model (Clay Model, Puppet, etc.) 

(c). Option (Lino Printing, Embroidery, Packaging, etc.) 

Included in the project is an element of art history: research on artists, past and present. 
The project is worth 75% of the total Junior Certificate Art, Craft & Design grade.



2. Art Exam 

The Junior Certificate drawing exam takes place during a morning (9am-12.00pm) 

in May and is worth 25% of the total Junior Certificate Art, Craft & Design grade.   

There are two sections to the Drawing exam 

Life Drawing:  

A model (usually a Junior student) poses and students draw him/her. 

Drawing from natural/man-made forms:  
Pupils choose one object from a list given to them a week before the exam. Then 

then draw that object during the allotted exam time. 

Art, Craft & Design exam is completed usually three weeks before the end of the 

school year; four weeks before the state exams begin.







Summary: 

• Develop Creative intuition though the the fundamental skill of the visual arts 

• Enhance your ability to think more creatively in all areas of a persons life 

• Communicate success through Visual Art 

Consider level of INTEREST when choosing any subject…Having an interest in 

a subject is key to your success 

Thank you for your time and attention 



Le Français

2nd Year Subject Choice  
March 2015



What do you think of when 
you hear the word  

“France”?



Do you think of……….

Questionable  
Fashion??



Do you think of……..

Des Escargots



Do you think of……..

DIFFICULT GRAMMAR



Or do you even think of....

That infamous 
HANDBALL!!



This is what a lot of us 
associate with France



HOWEVER…

…



Do you think of Learning of French 
Culture and Holiday Traditions ?

Easter Egg Hunts, for example



Do you think of French as 
being useful for…..

La Suisse Le Maroc

Travelling



And whilst travelling 
being able to……….

Communicate



Do you think of French as a 
way of…….

Opening Doors to 
University



Universities such as….



Do you think of French 
as……..

Broadening your  

Career Opportunities

Education



Do you think of French 
as……..

Broadening your  

Career Opportunities

Tourism Industry



Do you think of French 
as……..

Broadening your  

Career Opportunities

Translation/Interpretation



Junior Cert Themes:
Introducing Myself 
Family and Friends 

School Life 
Hobbies/Interests 

Describing the area you live 
Animals 
Weather 

Travel/Directions 
Food  

Shopping 
Witing Letters/Postcards/Notes



Junior Cert French
Assessment: 

Listening: 43.75% 

Reading/Comprehensions: 31.25% 

Writing: 25% 

Oral: Optional





Business
Why choose business? 
■ Practical day to day information which helps 

students make informed decisions in everyday 
business living.  

■ Develop a greater understanding of the wider 
business community and the government and 
economy. 

■ Develops students presentation and organisational 
skills through basic keeping.  

■ Encourages initiatives and a positive attitude to the 
creation of wealth and its attributes. 
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Curriculum / Syllabus  
A. Business of Living 
B. Business Environment 
C. Record Keeping 

ASSESSMENT 
Two Papers 
Paper 1: 20 Short questions and 6 long questions and do 4 questions 

2.5 hours 
Paper 2: Do 6 long questions and do 4 questions 2 hours 

Leaving Certificate: 

By doing Business Studies at Junior Certificate level you can choose 
Accountancy, Economics and Business for your Leaving Certificate 
Exam. 
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CAREERS 
Accountant, Finance – Banking,  
Insurance, Law, Management,  
Human Resources, 
Enterprise, Marketing, Retail,  
Lecturer / Teacher                                                

And many more.....



Text

                 #Coding





Why C.S.P.E? 



You will get a chance to think about 
questions relating to our school 



Welcome, Witness, Wisdom 

How can I be the best citizen ? 

How can I help in my community ? 

How can I help those less fortunate than me ? 

How can I help play the environment ? 





You will .....

Critique what is happening in the world 

Create ways to make a difference to individuals and 
communities  

Understand your rights and responsibilities  

Reflect on local, national and global issues 





Short Course assessed by  Action 
Project in school 

Certificate as part of Junior  
Cycle from DES



Cross curricular links  



Inform , inspire and empower 



Why Geography ?



What  inspired me?

Capital cities  

Rivers 

The Sea 

Human geography  

Nature 

Maps and atlases  



Physical Geography 



Human Geography 



The Junior Cert Exam 



Section 1  
60 marks 

2 hours 



Section 2  
90 marks 

2 hours 



Cross curricular links 



Employment opportunities 

Geological Surveyor /Academic Research 
Teacher (Primary/Post-Primary) /Cartographer 

Geological Assistant / Regional and Local Community 
Development 

Local government planning /Logistics Manager / Environmental 
Consultant 

Recycling Manager / Weather and climate Analyst /GIS Analyst 
/Land Surveyor / Risk Analyst The Armed Forces l Media – 

Journalism/TV/Radio





Consider Geography 



Subject Choices
HISTORY



Why 
choose 

History?



www.ncca.ie 

• To learn about the Past 

• To enhance capacity for informed citizenship, 
critical thinking, and simple awareness 

• To help you understand how the world works

http://www.ncca.ie










Home Economics:

■ Why do Home Economics? 
■ Provides students with knowledge and skills necessary for managing 

their own lives, further education and work. 
■ Fosters independence, confidence and self-esteem. 
■ Prepares learners for a consumer orientated society.  
■ Nurtures and develops a spirit of enterprise, aesthetic awareness, 

creativity and problem-solving skills.  

■ Syllabus: 5 Core Areas and 1 Option 
1. Food Studies 
2. Social and Health Studies 
3. Consumer Studies 
4. Resource Management and Home Studies 
5. Textiles 
Option: Craftwork and Design Project.



Home Economics:
■ Junior Cert Assessment at Higher Level:  
■ 50% Practical and 50% Written Exam

Craft 
Project 
15%

Food Studies 
Practical Exam 

35%

Written Exam 
50%





Junior Cert Music

Listening 

Composing 

Performing



Junior Cert Music
Set & Choice Works - Handel/Rossini/Orff 

Set & Choice Songs 

Irish Traditional Music 

Listening skills 

Melody Writing 

Triads & Chords 

Dictation 

Practical 

Music technology 



Junior Cert Music



Junior Cert Music



                     S C I E N C E
      I T  H A S  A L R E A D Y  C H O S E N  Y O U … .





Agricultural science

Landscape 
architecture

Engineering with 
architecture

Animal science

Food science

Forestry

Human nutrition

Dairy 
Business

Nursing (general and psychiatric)

Medicine

Midwifery

Veterinary medicine

Radiography

Biomedical 
science



Right place, 
right time?



“I believe science can change the world” 
Mr.O’Connor





JUNIOR CERT. SPANISH 

WITH 

MS. NÍ DHONNCHA



Listening Comprehension…

Spanish Junior Cert exam…
consists of three sections:

Reading Comprehension…

Written Expression…

140 Marks (43.75%)

100 Marks (31.25%)

 80 Marks (25%)



Topics that will be studied:
- Meeting and getting to know people;  
-Sports, shopping and hobbies; 
-Making plans for the weekend and holidays; 
Learning about staying in a Spanish speaking 
family’s home; 
- Talking about your own family and home; 
- Talking about animals; 
- Talking about the weather! 
- Health; 
- Travelling; 
- School. 
- Food and drink 



Why learn Spanish?



It’s a multilingual world…
Did you know there are 6,912 known 
living languages in the world?



“English is simply not 
enough. We cannot 
understand the world in 
English… 



…we need to be aware as 
never before of other 
languages and of the ways 
in which they identify and 
represent their cultures” 

Footitt, October 2001



No language for Leaving cert means no 
place in some universities

• Some Irish universities will NOT give a place to pupils without a 
Leaving Cert language. 

• BE CAREFUL!

NUI Galway;  
NUI Maynooth, 
UCD (Dublin) 
UCC (Cork) 
EXCEPT in some  
engineering,  
veterinary and nursing  
courses 



Technical Graphics

http://prezi.com/go6-xp-nsnjb/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy


Woodwork

http://prezi.com/ap-wwju4vbd1/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy


■ You enjoy it 

■ You’re interested in it 

■ Useful for possible 
career 

■ You’re good at it

Which optional Subjects??? 

Good reasons to choose a 
subject



Who can help Students decide?
■ Parents – they play a major role when it comes to 

Subject Choice. (ESRI 2011)  
■ Teachers - they will discuss what their subject is 

like at Leaving Certificate Level. 
■ Past Pupils - ask pupils who are already studying 

subjects at senior cycle what they think of them.  
N.B. remember everyone has different opinions on 
subjects – if they say they like or dislike a subject, ask 
them why!



On-Line Research
■ www.qualifax.ie 
 (Official IGC website – very up-to-date info) 
  It gives information on which subjects are needed for what 

courses, as well as information on all college courses 
■ www.careersportal.ie 
 (Subject information + personal assessments. Also gives 

information on jobs such as qualifications needed.) 
■ www.careerdirections.ie 
 (Gives information on jobs such as qualifications needed. 
 Also has a careers matching section – you answer questions and 

it matches you with jobs that may be suitable) 

All Colleges/Universities/etc. have their own web sites 
  e.g. UCC.ie, CIT.ie, UL.ie, FAS.ie, etc.

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.careerdirections.ie/


QUESTIONS 


